
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Come, Lord Jesus!
As Immanuel

Fourth Sunday in Advent

“Look, the virgin will be with child and 
will give birth 
to a son. And they will name him 
Immanuel,” 
which means, “GOD WITH US.”
 – Matthew 
1:23
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

December 18, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
This time of year it is so easy to get caught up in the beautiful trappings of Christmas 
and forget why this birth had to take place. Mankind fell into sin. Sin brings an awful 
burden. Hatred and oppression. Suffering and pain. Guilt and shame. The devastation 
of death. These are all natural consequences of sin. And what can we do about any of 

it? Nothing of substance. We can numb ourselves to pain, but we cannot avoid it. We can fill our 
life with distractions in an attempt to forget about our guilt. But our conscience is always nagging. 
And death… no one avoids that. 

Man can do nothing to shake off the burden of sin. Therefore, the Church prays that God would 
come in power to remove that burden for us. Since the Garden, there has been only one plan to 
do that: God would take on flesh and blood. To do what mankind could not do—remove all the 
burdens of sin—God became man. When you look into the manger, what do you see? A baby? Yes. 
But, more. That is Immanuel, “God-with-us.” The Son of God became Mary’s son, so that he could 
do for us what we could not do for ourselves.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 10 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Acknowledgements
Setting Two from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 330 Peace Came to Earth

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

Tune: Marty Haugen.  © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us ready 
for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 7:10–14
The Lord promised that deliverance would come through the gift of Immanuel, who would be 
born of a virgin.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 89C Love Enduring Evermore
Sing as you feel comfortable

1 Love will be our Song forever,
Faithful love from ages past:
Love enshrined within a promise
Made by you and sure to last;
Human tongues and angel voices
Join in rev’rence and delight,
Praising your unrivaled splendor, 
Loving LORD, the God of might. 

2 Heav’n earth a like affirm it;
LORD, you are magnificent!
Evil pow’rs and hidden forces
You have rendered impotent.
At your throne of love and justice
We extol you, faithful King:
Blest are those who learn to trust you – 
they have ample cause to sing.

3 Once, when Israel lacked a leader,
David was the man you chose;
An exalted throne you gave him, 
And relief from all his foes;
Even when your rebel people
Scorned your ways and spurned your law,
Still your promise shaped the future: 
Love enduring evermore.

4 Now, though, we have felt your anger;
Now we find disaster near.
Shame is ours instead of triumph; 
neighbors see our plight and sneer.
How much longer till you hear us?
Life is short, so swift our days!
Lord, renew the love you promised – 
fill your people’s hearts with praise.

Text: Martin E. Leckebusch © 2001 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Tune: Pleading Savior, The Christin Lyre, 1831, ed. Joshua Leavitt, public domain.

Second Reading Romans 1:1–7
After thousands of years of God’s promises, Paul see them all fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who is true 
God and true man—Immanuel. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Lighting of the Advent Candles in place of the Gospel Acclamation
We light four Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came to share our humanity.
We remember Jesus, whose name means “Savior.”
We believe that he has delivered us from our sins.
We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope of heaven.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Gospel Matthew 1:18–25
In faith, Joseph accepted that his bride-to-be would bear Immanuel—the very Son of God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
The Great O Antiphons are seven brief prayers traditionally sung on the seven days before Christmas Eve and 
are the basis of the Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Each antiphon begins with the acclamation 
"O" and addresses Jesus by one of his messianic titles.

O Immanuel, the anointed Savior of the nations: Lead us to acknowledge that we are sinners in 
your sight and restore to us the joy of your salvation.
Come and save us, O Lord, our God.

O Wisdom, breath of the Most High: Help us to ponder the precious promises of your coming 
that we may find joy as we celebrate your holy birth, confidence as your Word works in our 
hearts, and hope as we long for you to come again in glory.
Come and make us friends of God.

O Lord of lords, who appeared to Moses in the burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai: 
Give us power every day to battle against Satan, our sinful nature, and the evil around us so 
that our hearts may find rest in you alone.  
Come and save us with outstretched arms.

O Root of Jesse, standing as a signal to the nations: Guide those you permit to govern the 
nations of the world. Lead all humankind to acknowledge your power in this world that many 
might seek you and find your love in the gospel.  
Come and save us; delay no longer.

O Key of David, when you open, none can close; when you close, no one can open. Help us 
witness to family and friends who are struggling under the weight of sin because they do not 
know your love. Let our words comfort those who are grieving, afraid, confused, and burdened 
by an accusing conscience.
Come and proclaim liberty to the captives and set the down-trodden free.

O radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light: Watch over those who are sick in body or mind, 
heal those who have been injured, relieve the pain of those with terminal illnesses, and give 
caregivers strength and patience in their ministry of mercy.
Come and give light to those who live in darkness and the shadow of death.
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O King of the nations, the cornerstone binding all together: Bring peace to our troubled world, 
restore unity in families that have been broken by strife, and lead us to be faithful friends and 
loving family members.
Come and save the people you fashioned from the dust of the earth.

Special prayers and intercessions

We bring all these prayers to you, knowing that you are the fulfillment of all God’s promises.
In your holy name we pray. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 183

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the 
Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184



12

Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 
and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 
your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 
even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse 
and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He 
conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear 
our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186

Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 320 As Angels Joyed with One Accord
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Distribution Hymn 669 In This Holy, Blest Communion

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 496 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
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Take Home Questions

1. Read Isaiah 7:1-9 as context for the first reading. God offered the opportunity to ask for a 
sign as proof for his promise of Judah’s protection against Aram and Israel (Ephriam), but 
King Ahaz foolishly refused. In what ways was the sign and promise God gave Ahaz even 
greater? (Hint: Read Is. 7:14.)

2. Many people will readily admit they need help in life, just like King Ahaz. List some of the 
things from which people often asked to be saved. God provides help and salvation, but his 
sights are set on a much greater need. From what does God save us? (Hint: Read Mt. 1:21.) 
In what ways can we make our need and God’s solution in this area a greater focus in our 
lives and the lives of those around us?

3. Think about the name Immanuel—God with us. That name proclaims that Jesus is true 
God. Reread the three readings for today and make a list of the passages in those readings 
which prove Jesus is God. Can you think of other passages or accounts in the Bible which 
demonstrate this truth?

4. Many people claim, “I believe in God.” However, that says nothing about what they believe 
about Jesus. In what ways are “belief in God” and “belief in Jesus—Immanuel” different? In 
what ways can you include those distinctions in a personal witness you give to your friends 
and family when given the opportunity?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
The Christian Funeral
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Holiday Worship Schedule
Because the holidays fall on the weekend this year, our schedule is a little different than usual. 
We will have our Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve services at 6:30 pm.  However, on Christmas 
Day, there will only be one service time at 9:30 am, even though it takes place on a Sunday. The 
same will be true of January 1, New Year’s Day. To make it clear and avoid as much frustration 
as possible: there will only be one service at 9:30 am on both December 25 and January 1 
– please plan accordingly. The services on each of these days are unique, so we hope you partake 
in as many as you are able.

SOME WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS:

On Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm, we will worship using a service known as “A Festival of Nine    
Lessons and Carols.” The layout of the service is simple; God’s Word will be read and we will 
joyfully respond with Christmas carols that echo the truths of that reading. One of the highlights 
of  this service is closing by singing the words of Silent Night surrounded by the light of candles 
held in the hands of each worshipper.

On Christmas Day at 9:30 am, although the service is filled with God’s Word and familiar 
Christmas carols, the service follows a more standard layout for the liturgy, and the readings 
and hymns are different from those on Christmas Eve. Again remember that there is only be one 
service time at 9:30 am, even though it takes place on a Sunday. 

On Year’s Eve at 6:30 am, we will observe the three “Christmastide Festivals” (St. Stephen, St. 
John, and Holy Innocents). It will be a unique reminder of the purpose behind Christ’s birth and 
what it means for us as God’s chosen people. Communion will be offered.

On New Year’s Day at 9:30 am, we will again have only one service, even though it is a Sunday. 
Since it is the first Sunday of the month, communion will be offered.

Epiphany will be celebrated on Thursday, Jan. 5 at 6:30 pm. Pastor 
Wayne Oblender, who serves at St. Peter’s in Marshfield and is our 
circuit pastor, will preach the sermon. Other WELS area congregations 
have been invited to join us for this worship service
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Call Meeting on Tuesday Dec. 20 | 6:00 PM

Our next call meeting will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 6:00 pm. We will be calling a principal 
to begin serving us in Fall 2023. Please plan to attend and pray that God would meet our needs.

New Foundations of the Faith Workshops Jan. 21 | 8:30 AM

In an effort to reach more families with young children or other who have busy work weeks, we 
are holding our Foundations of the Christian Faith course workshop-style over four Saturday 
mornings. The “workshops” will spaced, so you aren’t committing to every weekend.  The dates 
are January 21, February 4, February 18, and March 4 from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  Multiple lessons 
will be covered each session. We hope to provide onsite childcare. Plus there will be snacks and 
a lunch each day.  This course is essential for those interested in joining our church family. To 
register, please contact Pastor Plagenz at pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org or 920-689-3036.                                      

New Bible Study in January Jan. 8 | 9:15 AM

The transgender movement has become a hot topic of discussion. But what does God have to 
say about it? Starting January 8, join us on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 to discuss the 
matters surrounding transgenderism. We will cover things like God’s natural design; how and 
why the world has exchanged the truth of God’s Word for a lie; discussing transgenderism with 
your children; and standing up for the truth. Please bring your questions. If you are unable to 
attend any of the weeks, but would still be interested in hearing the discussion, let Pastor 
Proeber know. He can record the audio and email a file the following Monday. 

Keep Using Amazon Smile for Online Purchases
When you use this the smile.amazon.com site instead of the regular amazon 
site, you can designate a charity to receive a portion of your purchase.  In July-
September, St. Paul’s earned $93.06 this way.  There are lots of “St. Paul’s” out 
there, to locate the right one quickly, go to our website (stpaulswr.org) and look 
for a link under the Give tab. Thank you for supporting St. Paul’s in this way.

Man Up in a Man-Down World Feb. 18

The 14th annual Men of His Word Conference will be held at the Best Western Premier 
Waterfront Convention Center in Oshkosh on Saturday, February 18, 2023. This year’s theme, 
“Man Up in a Man Down World”, states succinctly what Christian men are supposed to do and 
how the world/society is treating men. There will be 16 heart-hitting, soul-searching break-out 
sessions in addition to the keynote speaker, plus worship, fellowship, continental breakfast, and 
a buffet lunch all in one day.  Please go online at www.menofhisword.org to register and get 
details about schedule, cost, etc. 
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Last Chance to Get Scrip for Christmas!
Today is the last day to order physical scrip cards to have them delivered before Christmas.  Both 
St. Paul’s and Northland have some cards in stock that you can purchases during the week, but 
selection is limited.  You can also purchases ecards online and print them for Christmas giving. 
If you need more details ordering ecards, please contact Deb DeWilde at 715-569-4018 or 
stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com. Scrip will not be sold on Christmas Day and only NLHS scrip will be 
sold on New Year’s Day.  

Mark Your Calendar Jan. 26 | 7:00 AM

WELS Women’s Ministry is holding a Prayer Webinar on Thursday, Jan. 26 at 7:00 pm.  This 
webinar will explore ways that foster deeper relationships and nurture spiritual connections that 
not only help unify the body of Christ but cultivate habits of prayer that will last a lifetime. They 
will also consider how prayer could be used in your evangelism efforts.

St. Paul’s Students in Concert Jan. 18 & 22

Several St. Paul’s grade school students and some former students who now attend Northland 
Lutheran High School (NLHS) will be a part of the Christmas Concert at NLHS today at 3:00 pm.  
The only way to see this concert is to drive there, so take a friend to keep you company.  St. Paul’s 
band students will also hold a brief concert in the church this Thursday, Dec. 22 at 10:15 am.

Spend Some Time in Arizona this Winter 
Help build a second duplex building for called workers at Our Savior's Lutheran in Peridot, AZ. 
You can volunteer for a few days or a few weeks. Each phase of the project requires different skills 
and numbers of workers. Even if you’ve never lifted a hammer, you can still volunteer! Experienced 
volunteers happily provide on-the-job training to those who need it.  Work begins Jan. 17 and 
finishes up around mid-April. For more info, please visit kingdomworkers.com/volunteer.

Various icons created by VectorBakery, Laynik  & Crystal Gordon from the Noun Project.

Special Prayers This Week:
† Randy & Carla Mayes are celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary
† For the health of Rick Nash, who is a friend of Kathy Gear 
† For Caleb Jensen’s grandpa, who is “not doing good.”
† Safety for everyone who will be traveling for the holidays
†  
†  
†   
†
†  

†  

†   

†  

 

 

†
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Calendar December 18-25

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Monday 4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:00 PM Call Meeting in Church 
6:30 PM Leadership Council Board Meeting in Resource Center 

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
10:15 AM St. Paul’s School Band Concert 

Saturday 6:30 PM Christmas Eve Service

Sunday    9:30 AM Christmas Day Worship

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  212
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 426,351
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 314,444

Mortgage Balance: $1,066,405

Holiday Worship Schedule

Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve Worship at 6:30 pm
Dec. 25 ~ Christmas Day/Sunday Worship at 9:30 am

Dec. 31 ~ New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:30 pm
Jan. 1 ~ Sunday Worship at 9:30 am
Jan. 5 ~ Epiphany Service at 6:30 pm

(Note: Only one service will be held on Sundays, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1)
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


